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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: VANDEN BOEYNANTS 1 LETTER TO RUMSFELD DATED 21 NOV 75 

1. WE HAVE TALKED WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE AND THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMICS ABOUT THE BACKGROUND 
AND INTENT OF VANDEN BOEYNANTS' LETTER OF 21 NOV 72, TO SECRETARY 
RUMSFELD. ACCORDING TO THESE OFFICIALS, THE MAIN PURPOSES OF 
VANDEN BOEYNANTS' LETTER WERE: 

(1) TO ACQUAINT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE RUMSFELD WITH VANDEN 
BOEYNANTS' INTERPRETATION OF THE UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN HIM AND 
FORMER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SCHLESINGER; 

(2) TO ESTABLISH A PERSONAL WORKING RELATIONSHIP CONCERNING 
F-16 AND OTHER MILITARY MATTERS BETWEEN VANDEN BOEYNANTS AND 
SECRETARY RUMSFELD; 

(3) TO CALL ATTENTION TO WHAT APPEARS TO THE BELGIANS AS A 
SIGNIFICANT DECREASE IN MAN-HOURS OF WORK FOR BELGIAN INDUSTRY 
AND TO REGISTER OTHER SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS. 

2. COMMENT. EMBASSY BELIEVES ANOTHER IMPORTANT PURPOSE OF THE 
LETTER WAS TO PUT VANDEN BOEYNANTS IN A POSITION TO DEFEND 
HIMSELF POLITICALLY IF THERE ARE PERSISTENT DIFFICULTIES 
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FROM BELGIAN INDUSTRY AFTER THE CONTRACTS ARE SIGNED. 
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IN OUR VIEW, VANDEN BOEYNANTS' LETTER CONTAINS A FAIRLY 
ARBITRARY COLLECTION OF COMPLAINTS AND POTENTIAL PROBLEMS. 
NONETHELESS, THEY SHOULD BE TREATED SERIOUSLY. WE SHOULD USE 
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REITERATE US OVERALL COMMITMENT TO THE F-16 
CONSORTIUM AND OUR INTENTION TO MEET THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS 
IMPORTANT PROGRAM. END COMMENT RENNER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY POLICIES, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRPI 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BRUSSE1 1478 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750446-0045 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751216/aaaaanzl.tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRH 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 APR 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <07 AUG 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VANDEN BOEYNANTS' LETTER TO RUMSFELD DATED 21 NOV 75 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, EAIR, BE, (RUMSFELD, DONALD), (VANDEN BOENANTS) 

To: STATE USAF 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



